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the afternoon of March 3 Miliukov and Guchkov were the only ones to urge the Grand Duke Michael to accept the throne. They were also the first ministers to be dropped by the Provisional Government. The effervescence of their ministerial career—merely eight or nine weeks— was additional evidence of the inability of liberal opinion to interpret correctly the mood of the masses.
Most of the other ministers of the Provisional Government were also well known public figures, but they left no imprint on the course of events and their names need not be recorded here. Some of the ministerial appointments, however, were unexpected and, presumably, were due to accident. The provisional committee of the Duma which, jointly with the representatives of the Soviet, selected the ministers worked under terrific pressure; its members had no proper sleep or food for days and were mercilessly buffeted by the revolutionary throngs that had taken possession of the Taurida Palace. A government had to be formed, and time was pressing; a casual nomination which met with no determined opposition had a chance to slip through. This probably explains how M. T. Tereshchenko became minister of finance and N. V. Nekrasov minister of transport. Tereshchenko, reputedly one of the richest men in Russia, was young, well groomed, and good company; he was chairman of the Kiev war industries committee but had never been thought of as candidate for high public office. This statement holds true of Nekrasov, a little-known member of the Constitutional Democratic Party and for a brief time vice president of the fourth Duma. If Tereshchenko and Nekrasov remained in the government longer than their more illustrious colleagues, it was because they hooked their wagon to the rapidly rising star of Alexander Kerensky, another newcomer in the broad political arena whose name had never appeared in the pre-revolutionary lists of cabinets "enjoying public confidence." The inclusion of Kerensky in the Provisional Government, however, was no accident.
A lawyer looking surprisingly young for his middle thirties (he was born in 1881), Kerensky was a deputy to the fourth Duma, where he led the Labor Group, a small radical faction of non-Marxian persuasion. He had attracted some notice as a left-wing politician and defense counsel in political trials, but had largely remained in the margin both of the liberal and of the revolutionary movements and prior to February, 1917, was not regarded as a prominent political figure. Trotsky, an acute but unfriendly critic, speaks contemptuously

